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TO 

FRIENDS 

IK 



BBAR FAI£KDS| 

Ik the first place, let me pot yeu.ia mind of the Batoreaad imi^ 
{wrtance of that religious profession we^ as a society, are making 
among men ; which I hefieYe will be found to be above that of 
evety other soeiejfcy of professing Christiana— to wit, the absolute 
necessity of our living, actinj;, and moving, in all our civil as weU 
as religions ei^gements, under the influence and^govemment pf 
the spirit of Christ Jesuf,.oar Lord and lawgiver: that whether 
we eat or drink) or whatsoever we do, God the Father may inaU 
things be«lorifted. (1 Cor. x. SU) 

This, my friends, is the chief coraer-stope of our building, oiir 
liindamental principle : therefore, let us consider how ftr the 
^neral tenor of our conduct corresponds therewith: how far we 
are eadi endeavouring, earnestly, to be fiMind in all tilings cob* 
formable to the example and precepts of the Qveat and Holy 
^^ttem of all Christian perfection ; of Hkn who has trode the 
«]iath of temptation and trial before us, but rejected every sttare of 
tte enemy. If this should not he the case with us, is there not a 
danger of our becoming to others, who from our exalted profession 
may be looking to us for example and eoeeuregementin the way 
to the heavenly Canaan, like tiie evil spies unto the children of 
Israel formerly ? or that our examples may pnove as lets and hin* 
drances to Such, instead of helps, to piess through diSeulty and 
discouragement towards the mark for the prkse P which is, << Ye 
ahall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy^^ (Lev. xix. 2.) 
^^ Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect** (Matt V. 48.) 

Let us remember, however we may be at peace with ourseliMy 
by thus professing, but not doing the very best in our power to 
attain this perfect ataturo of the Chriatiany we are but brandiag 



auraeWes in the estimation of the more serious and thinking part, 
of the communitjy with the odious character of Hypocrites ! Nei- 
ther do I believe that we escape, at all times, the like censure 
from the more nnfiiinking and irreligious part. And, let us re- 
member, the sad effects of thus dissembling will not end here : for 
if this conduct be persisted in, we must expect to incur the wo 
pronounced by our l)lessed Lords << Wo unto jron. Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men ; for ye neither go in yourselves, neither puffer ye 
them that are entering to go in," (Matt xxiii. 13.) For if every 
one that nameth the name of Christ is to depart from iniquity^ 
is it not obligatory on tii{e part of such as make the high and holy 
profession we do, to endeavour to attain to such a state of purity 
of conduct and converse amongst men P (2 Tim.ii. 19.) 

I believe our first friends were raised up as a people, to bear 
testimony to the sufiiciency of this pure principle of light and life 
in all mankind, which would direct them the way to the heavenly 
Canaan, and strengthen them to walk therein. They confirmed 
the truth of their testimony by the general tenour of their con- 
duct, giving ample proof to by-standers, that through submis- 
sion to its holy appearance in their hearts and minds, they were 
mercifully redeemed from the world and its spirit $ not only from 
its pleasures, but also from its treasures ; and were enabled to 
count all things appertaining to this life but as dross, and as dung, 
80 that they might win Christ (Phil. iii. 8,) Hereby they be- 
came as an ensign to the nations ; for the fame of them spread 
far and wide : they became instrumental in the Divine Hand to 
gather souls unto God, and had to proclaim the glad tidings of 
the Church being added unto daily. 

Bat alas ! my friends, how is the gold become dim, and the 
most fine gold changed; how is the love of God, and that humi- 
lity and self-denial so manifest in them, noW by too many amongst 
us turned into the love of other things, such as gold and silver, 
and a desire to make in appearance of greatness in the world ! 
That these sorrowful reverses have taken place in toa general a 
way amongst us as a Society, let the reports brought up from 
Monthly to Quarterly Meetings testify, especially as to growtii 
in the truth and convincement For it is truly distressing to sit 
at the Monthly Meetings, when this query is answered, and ob- 
terve the difficulty and embarrassment the active members feel 



tHemfelves tinder, to answer it so as to pau the Quarterly Meet- 
ing without remark ; especially as respects the first part, of a 
growth in the truth, which I understand to imply an inquiry, what 
indiTidual adTancement we are making towards the kingdom of 
heaven. Tet notwithstanding these sifting seasons so frequently 
occur, (for such I find them to be to myself, and so I doubt nirf; 
they prove to many others^) they are at times as when a man be- 
boldeth his natural face in a glass, << and goeth his way,and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of man he was." (Jam. i. 23, 24.) 
For want of abiding enough under these renewed visitations of the 
Great Read of the Church, how evident is it, that wo soon forget 
again our many deformities, hereby adding sin to sin. Is not this 
too much our situation as a society at the present day? Are not 
Monthly Meetings and Quarterly Meetings going on from quarter 
to quarter, and from year to year, satisfying themselves with telling 
the same dismal tale, ^ we hope some among us witness a growth 
in the truth ?" Now if the grdund of this hope (where meetings 
venture thus far to express themselves) were called for, I fear it 
would not be found in the general to be that weli-grounded hope 
which gives victory over the world. At other times, ^ but litde 
growth in the truth, and << some oonvincement,'' — ^< but little 
convincement," or « no convincement appears among us !" 

Do not these things, my friends ! loudly call upon us, as a reli- 
gious body making a high profession, to be wiHiog, each one for 
himself, to enter timely into the closet of the heart, and seek for 
divine help to shut-to the door th^eof against carnal reasoning, 
-great natural acquirements, and love of the world ; which, there 
is cause to fear, have overpowered the better judgment of many 
among us ? Hereby, as we becon^e willing to stand open to Bi- 
vine conviction, we may be favoured, each one, to see in what 
manner and how far we may have contributed to this sorrowful de- 
clension ; and timely amend pur ways and oiir doings ; seeing we 
are yet mercifully folkiwed as a religious society, both immediate- 
ly by the Great Head of the church, and instrumentally with line 
upon line, line upon line 1 O, how applicable is the language of 
the Most High, formerly uttered, to his dealings as respects our 
society ! << How shall I give thee up, Ephraim P how shall I de- 
liver thee, Israel ? how shall I make thee as Admah ? how shall I 
set thee as Zeboim ? mine heart is turned within me, my repent: 
ings are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of 
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mine Mger* I mil not f ettm to destfoj Ephrakft ^ Cor I ask'GM 
andootinftii^ the HolyOoeia theoiidstoftbeeswid I will aet 
eotor itttio ^ibe-oitgr.'* (Hosoa »• 8, 9.) 

May we tko long&r be fonnd walking itirarOrdij of iheM hk mul- 
tiplied neiciea, bnt be yrevailed Vfmi to return to the good M 
wajrs $ tbiit ffe ^ao may be found in tfiote patha of Miacss of life 
4UmI eoQYeraKtion, in which our forefiiithers walked under -sore 
travail of mtiid^ and great «illerii^4^f bodyy«nd waate of outward 
aahstance tbntQgh perseeuliMNk Oh ! fat ub no longer be fouiid 
trampling as it wene npontiieir teatimooyy by sighting the many 
great and precioHS pririleges of this 4ay of outward ease ! Wo, 
who are dnintermptediy eating tim fruit of the Yineyarda and 
oltveyards *wn never planted ; but whieh they were made inetru- 
mental to plant for us, thus making the way eaey to us^ as it new 
iS9 to afsenUe for the purpose of Dirhie worship, for transacting 
society concerned and ibr tthe anpport of our various religious tes- 
timonies ; lest, if we still cantmie to refuse yielding our necks to 
the same precious yoke of Christ, which they took .on them, (and 
by so doing found it to be all-sttfficient to bring down, and keep 
down, the spiritof the worid, that has now gained the ascendency 
over too many amongst us,) by this their obedience |;iviDg preol^ 
that although in the worid they were'not Of the world, but at 
enmity with its spirit^ its maxims and'manners-*>^ead, not only to 
its pleasures, but so dead toti desire after its pleasures, that when, 
in order to preserve a conscience void of offence in the sight of 
'Aeir Creator, iliey were,for fiitthfulttess to His law and testimony, 
stript of their outward substance, they counied'these losses of their 
earthly treasure to be gain. Tsay , if we will not cast away from us 
these things, which have led into captivity again to the world,to its 
spirit, its manners, and (there is reason to fear) many of its max- 
itos and deceitful ways-^-Miur gpds of gold amd -silver, of wood and 
stone— our swaaptuous and richly fiimisbed1iouses,in some of #hich 
Is displayed all the elegance the art of the upholsterer can devise ; 
(for it is lamentably the case that little or no trace of true self- 
denid is now to be found in the habitations Of many of our mem- 
bers, and even of some who stand in the foremost rank,) kst in the 
day when the Almighty may see meet, after long foriiearing in 
love and mercy with this favoured nation, to rise up and plead 
with it in judgment, we should have the largest portion Hisrecf 
adminUiteT^ fghto us us a people f and tho declaration formerly 



utteredy reApecting iii»clul4iw of Isi^elybefiilttled aUaupoa th« 
UDfeitMHl membera of wr relig^SrBoeiety^^^Tou We I known 
of all tbefamUiesof theearib^ th«i«fiMrelwiIl pitaiah yWfiNr aU* 
your uu^kicuiw'' ( Amoa Uik &); 

BjMmfaiti^ttl lodmbors, I wodd mi be underfttood to meaa ex* 
olwaiv^y Atse «D#Bg 11$ who hvr o cast off aU aeatraftat aa to drasa 
aad addtftfO) aad are uitfiutiiiuii in the othe? braiichea of our rolir 
gioma^taatnoojri for theae^ I have long beea led tf^believef are 
not the greatest en^miea^ dmAtfae tnrth haa to eenteod.witb in 
tbemind^of Ikoliord^ayiaited ehUdroOf ivhetlier of our own or 
Qjtt^r rel^ieuaaeeietieof beeanae^oiir 0W9 aooietyt 8«^^» these 
are not looked up to for exao^e ^ and aaraspeGtathe woirld more 
at laigp^ ettob are only known to be of us wi^in the-circle of their 
imaiediate aeqaatotaooe ; U)d. by theiir tbna heccMnuig (if I may 
ao apeak) wuiMeMi. imnfnaisimt* with ear profeaaienr there la 
reason to fipprehend. liiey pass aleegt aa to condueti wMsh anno* 
tlced. Bot X wonld iriaii tho tbtmMntfaW^ to be nnderstood to 
veftr mere iaimediately to these> who, in their g^b and language 
ittpport ike ehameter tf a eenailtettl Friend; but wboae eondnct^ 
wfth reapectto their eemaaevctd transaetiiHia and manner of li^ngi 
their houaeaand fnmitare, doea not eorreapoio^' with their reUg^oua 
profesaionf but provea that they lyre the friends of the world, and 
not of Christ Jastta. TM frnita Mogbt forth by aaah testify^ 
tikat wltUn (like the tithtteid sepulchres,) they arefuH of dead 
men's bonea and rMennesa ; (Matt, axiii. 9^^y and that the spirit 
of the world ia the governing prioeiple in most if not all their ac* 
tions among men. How many among na are pursuing their 
worldly concernSf as if they counted gain godlinessy (and notyaa* 
must be the case, with the time diseiples and followers of Christy 
godliness with contentment to be the greatest richeSy (1 Tim« vi. f) 
6.) proelaiaijng in the laagsaag^ of oonduroty that all is fish that 
comes to their aety r^ardii^:nfather quantity nor quality > so there 
be a prospect of a good pcofit attached to it! And how have the 
gifts which the Qod of this world hath bestowed on these his vota*- 
riea blinded timr ^yes 1 (H Cor. s» 4«) many of whoa^t I doubt 
not, w«re once &voured to see tl^nly the things that belong to 
peace and salvation* Oh ! these professing wor)dliilgs» who say 
they are Jews and are not^ b«t whose fruits testify that they ave 
of the ^nagogne of Batan^ I have been persuaded, have been the 
|reatast enemies to tbe.spraading of oar religioua prin^pto and en*- 
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largeYtient of ouf borders t these who maintain a unifonn consist^ 
ent warfare against the *^ Batfjlonish garment," (Joshua vii. Si.) 
bttt with all their might grasp at the << wedge of gold," and aim at 
making a splendid appearance in their way of living. I believe no 
character is more odious in the estimation of those termed liber- 
tines than those^^-especially where it is known they are taking an 
active' part in society concerns. For in neighbourhoods where 
meetings are held, it is pretty generally known by those out of the 
society, who are (what the world calls) our |?t^&irs § though it can- 
not be doubted that such must at times prove >siumblvng blocks to 
honest inquirers after Zion, and be instrumental iit turning the 
blind out of the right way of the Iiord« 

So look to yourselves, my friends, you to. whom these remarks 
apply, you who have resolved to obtain an impossibility, and be 
heirs of two kingdoms ! Is it any marvel at all, that so little fruit 
is to be foun^ from the labour that has of late years beeii bestowed, 
by the messengers of that same Gospel our first friends preached^ 
whose feet haVe been turned into the highways and hedges P For 
I cannot doubt but that the Word preached has been both believed 
and received by many ; but that, on their comparing things with 
things, the conduct of many amongst us I has been found at vari* 
ance with the doct^ne preached, and this even with some, whom 
they considered to be seated as the Aarons and the Hiirs, by the 
side of these the Lord^ messengers: (£xod« xvii. 10.) And 
doubtisss many have left the meeting-place with sorrowful hearts, 
and instead of resolving to pursue the path pointed out towards 
the heavenly Canaan, have formed this conclusion $ that they had 
better remain as they were, than have the feet of their minds 
turned into the way, and not persevere, as they clearly saw was 
the case with many amongst us. 

-^^ Nor do the sad effects of this dissembling end here ; for I think 
I havefrequently been able to trace its sorrowful consequences to 
many of the dear youth, as being one cause why so few of them, 
in this day of outward ease as to liberty of conscience, are coming 
forward in the line of true usefulness in the society, and among 
mankind $ or helping the good cause by the religious exercise of 
their spirits is meetings, and by consistent conduct out of meetings. 
We may be active in society concerns, and yet strangers to this 
religious exerdse, without which we cannot become helpers in the 
Lord's jcauf^y lyid ligjbta in the world. (Matt v. 14*) I would 
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that I were able to believe that all of us, who stand in the statioti 
of Ministers and Elders, had escaped this too general contagion of 
the love of the world ; but with sorrow it itiust be acknowledged, 
if we speak the truth, that there is reason to fear jfche complaint of 
the A.lmigh tj, through one of his servants fdrmerij, may apply to 
some of this class : <' The leaders of this people cause them to 
err." (Isa. ix. 16.) And such a line of conduct, if persisted in^ 
must in the end prove fatal in its consequences. 

Let none be saying I expose things too much ; for those to 
whom these remarks apply have been exposing themselves mor6 
already : for our hearers and the World at lafgd are quick-sighted, 
and although our defects may have been passed over in silence, as 
respects notice thereof to ourselves^ yet they do not pass Unobserv- 
ed, or without being remarked upon as to others i not is it to be 
desired they should— 'the people are not to be expected to take 
things upon trust, or pin their faith on our sleeves, but to see and 
know for themselves. The enemy of all good is not idle, but ever 
alert, and ready with baits suited to answer his purposes ; so that 
when the good hand has been turned towards any, and they have 
been favoured to see and feel the need of a still further separation, 
in love and affection, from |ill sublunary things, and the mind has 
become exercised with desires to experience this, then he has en- 
deavoured to counteract the gracious design of Omnipotence by 
raising mountains of discouragement and difficulty in their way ; 
endeavouring to persuade that the path thus opened to their view 
is not to be trodden by mortals ; and as a confirmation of these 
his evil suggestions, turning their attention towards such ih a more 
particular manner, who stand in the fore rank, and are making a 
great profession, but not coming up in a consistent conduct ; and 
hereby, there is a reason to fear, the pure witness in such is often 
again put to silence. 

I cannot doubt but that a desire to do '< a great stroke of busi- 
ness," get great richer, and make a great figure in the world, is as 
much some men's besetting sin, as ever the love of strong drink 
has been that of others. But where the temptation is yielded unto, 
which of these do we conceive to be the greatest sinner? He 
whose mind and faculties are so besotted with strong drink, that 
he is thereby rendered unequal to the performance of either his 
dvii or religiifus duties; or he in whom the same effect is produced 
by an overcharge of business r for thia must be the case ;. it mu^t 
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disqualify for a faithful discharge of cW\\ as well as religioos da* 
ties, when the mind and spiritual faculties of any person are so 
benumbed and overcome, if not ^* with surfeiting and drunken* 
ness," jet with ^« cares of this lire," (Luke xxi. 84.) with the 
love i)f his gold and silver, houses and lands ; so intent on his 
mortgages iand bonds ; his interest and compound interest $ try- 
ing to make a heaveahere below ! In this state, his religious per« 
formances and offerin|;s are made like the niggard's^-— grudgingly. 
If at meeting, scarcely in due time, and with his heart so full of 
the worid, that as he brought it to meeting with him, so there is 
reason to fear he returns with it again ; and before he gets well off 
the premises, he has a touch about it with some one, it being the 
thing that lies nearest to his heart ! And if the church trust him 
with any of her concerns to execute, it must give place to every of 
his temporal engagements, and only have the refuse of his time,— 
perhaps an evening, after the fatigue of the day, lyhen the poor 
mind is more fit for sleep than religious exercise ! Is it to be ex- 
pected that delinquents, who may be viaitefi by such, ihould be 
brought to a due sense of their outing, and be reclaimed $ when 
the language so fitly applies, of '< Physician, heal thyself?" I am 
aware the former character is deemed the most immoral, but I am 
Bot able to bring my mind to believe it the most sinful : for if our 
minds are hx\% unfitted for a faithful discharge of our civil and re- 
ligious duties, whether such disqualification proceeds from the 
love of gold, or of strong drink,-— I believe the crime is alike in 
the Divine estimation. I believe I am safe in saying, I have not 
been wanting, at times, in endeavouring to cast a veil of charity 
over the conduct of some of my friends, who, it is evident, have 
in this way become Satan's bond-slaves; and at such times, my 
heart is made sad on their account, under an assurance which 
cannot be controverted,-— that whatsoever our temptations and be- 
setments may be, if we are but in good earnest willing to resist 
and overcome them, he thatt^ovets great trade, great riches, and 
to make a figure in the world, as well as he that 'covets strong 
drink, will experience a way, a sure and certain. way, to be cast 
up in due time by the Lord ; for his escape from this, otherwise, 
impassable gulf, between him and an eternal resting place with 
the righteous. For the self-same Divine principle of light and 
life, which our worthy forefathers believed in, followed, and were 
actuated by, is still with us, as the cloud by day and pillar of fire 
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by night; (Nehe. is. 13.) is Btill experienced by those who wait 
for ity and found bj such as submit to its government, an all re- 
gulating principle^ subduing e^ery inordinate affection and dispo- 
sition. It says, aTidlinglyy from time to time, to such who thus 
continue subject to its controlling power, hitherto shalt thou go, 
but no further with safety, in thy worldly concerns and engage- 
ments. 

But if we will continue to harden ou^ hearts against its holy in- 
timations and restraints, me must expect to wander into ihe 
many bye-ways and crooked paths of the enemy, making for our- 
selves a labyrinth which we may never get clear out of. There is 
reason to fear this has been the case with many ; and I firmly 
believe restraint to be needful, not only as to the quantity of trade 
or business in which we may engage with safety to ourselves, but 
also as respects the nature ajoA puUUy of such our worldly con- 
cerns : that it may preserve us not only from an overcharge of 
business, but also from being engaged in such business, as either 
directly or indirectly tends to lead away the mind from thepure^ 
peaceable, self«denying path, and to foster the contrary disposi- 
tion in ourselves or others^ * 

How remarkably was this manifest in the membersof our society 
m the beginning, until the enemy was permitted to try us with the 
bait which has not failed to take, with some of ail classes in soot* 
cty,— <*riches, worldly prosperity ! And in proportion as the mind 
haf been let out, and desire increased after thesoi it has become 
indii&rent as to consequences,-— neither fearing tiie overcharge of 
quantity, nor properly regarding the qualityi of business. Happy 
iwd it been for many, in the present day of sore conflict from. the 
general depression of trade,. had they willingly and timely yielded 
to those Divine intimations ! For I believe none ever turned 
asida from the path of safety totally ignorant thereof : but that kL 
the beginning of their erring and straying, the witness for God 
followed them, and at times smote them $ but if we disregard its 
invitations and secret monitions, it is then most just, on the part 
of Almighty God, to leave us to the power and insinuations of 
Satan, (£ Cor. iv. 4.) the god of this world, who rules in the 
hearts of the diildren of disobedience. (Ephes. ii. 2.) But even 
while thus promoting the cause of the evil one, such may continue 
to make a fair show in the flesh, as to a profession of religion, and 
be very tenacious respecting some externals, (as were the Phariv 
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sees, — (Matt, xxiii. 23.) things comparable to the mintyanise, and 
cummin ; and in which Satan will not oppose them^ so long as 
thej rest herewith satisfied, and continue to rebel against the 
light, (Job xxiv. 13.) refusing to submit to. the heart-cleansing 
operation of God's word and power, which only can effectuallj 
cleanse the inside of the cup and the platter. (Matt xxiii. 25, 36.) 
Happy, I saj, had it been for many, had they attended to the 
pure limitations of truth, who are, now plunged wi.tb their families 
into accumulated difficulties, and unlooked-for distress $ and re- 
specting whom the declaration of the Apostle has been verified, 
<^ They that will be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful kists, which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil ^ 
which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." (1 Tim.vi* 
9, 10.) And it is to be feared there are many more of this de- 
scription, who, at times, quake for fear of that which (without 
divine interposition) seems coming upon them. And is it to be 
wondered at, that these things should happen among us, when the 
conduct of many under our name is so opposed to the profession 
they are making; (Bxod. xviii. 21.) which demands of us that 
«we be found men fearing God and luiting covetousness. (Prov. 
xxviii. l6.) How opposite is this disposition of mind to that of 
the love of the world ! For as this disposition is brought about 
in us, and abode in, the mind as mucli dreads the very approjich 
of any of Satan's gilded baits, as if surprised by a rattle*snake, or 
other venomous creature, whose wound is fatal :-*4)ecause, if we 
suffer ourselves to be beguiled by hiip, spiritual death wtii sattfy 
follow. And this has been verified, respecting numy^ sinde L first 
became acquainted with the Society of Friends ; many who gave 
proof that they were the visited children of the Lord ourXlod.; 
who .had covenanted with Him, and, for a time, evidently con- 
firmed the same by sacrifice ; but for want of continuing to ask 
wisdom daily, (James i. 5.) to go in and oujt before the Lord 
with acceptance; (for I find, if we are favoured to posses^ it, we 
must daily ask wisdom of Him who still fails no^ tq grant libe- 
rally ;) and by giving the things of. this world the preference^-r*- 
riches and greatness,*— they have been suffered, to obtain tlieir 
:heart's desire. But it has been evident, that which they thus 
^aveted did not come alone, but attended with its never-failiog 
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companion. (Hab. ii. 9.) For those who covet an evil covet- 
ousness, must expect to possess leanbess of soul also ; the sorrow- 
ful consequence of which will be unfruitfulness towards God;. 
(Ps. CTi. 15.) Which, although it maj appear to be very slow in 
its gradations, yet suoh may rest assured that it will take place, 
whatever they may have known aforetime of an enlargement of 
heart towards Him and his cause. For when the door of the 
heart becomes open towards covetousness, and the love of this 
world, and there is a stumbling at the cross of Christ, (Gal. vi. 14.) 
a refusing to become crucified untto the world, and the world unto 
us, this love of God, once known and felt, in time takes its de- 
parture again. O, these spots in our feasts of charity ! (for such 
I fear they have been to many who have been called together by 
the Lord's messengers.) These wells without water, these clouds 
without rain ! These stumbling-blocks to others, and to the youth 

'among ourselves. Who have been coveting an evil covetousness, 
launching out into a great way of business, which truth never 

• justified them in ! And even some among us, not satisfied, when 
a kind Providence has so favoured them, as that there has been 
an ample supply from their present business for basket and store, 
to satisfy their thirst of more, have infringiid upon the rights and 
privileges of others, adding one fresh business to another. How 
does such a mode of procedure comport with a people professing 
(as we do) to be dead to the world, and alive unto Him whose 
apostle declared : <<If any man love the world, the love of tfie 
Father is not in him." (1 John ii. 15.) From whence proceeds 
this conduct P Let the just witness tell us, my friends ! and may 
it arouse us before it be too late ! Let such no longer continiie to 
say, ** To-day or to-morlrow we will go into such a city, and con- 
tinue there k year, ^and buy and sell, and get gain ;" (James iv. 
13,14.) whereas they know tint what shall be on the mot^oW : 
but let them be willing to ;^eld' to the'reatraining influence of 
God's word and power. 

Consider from whence this determination proceeds, which many 
among us appear to have made ; this willingness to sacrifice every 
thing that should be nearest and dearest to them, in order to add 
teit thousand to ten thousand, and twenty thousand to twenty 
thousand, and double and treble it again and again (if possible)— 
let these things speak for themselves ! Can they proceed ^rom 
any other disposition than the love of the yrorld P Oh i .Jet such 
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consideri if tbe A|>08tle'» declaration be no trtte, (at fo them) 
that the love of the Father is not in them. For many years, I 
have esteemed it a reproach to such a society of professing; 
Christians as we are, when any of oar members have been sum* 
moned from works to rewards, and have left behind them such 
large sums of moMy of their own accumuh^tion. Oh! what a 
cloud has it brought over tlii^irvery best actions, however conspi- 
cuous they may have stood in society. Oh ! the sorrow Ail feelings 
I have been dipped into at times on the account' of such. Lan- 
guage fails me to set them forth : it is painful to me thus to expose 
myself on this sorrowful subject; (for such I havctoftnn experienced 
it to be ;) but I believe that if my feeble efforts be accepted as a 
peace*offeringr that which appears to be the ^^ whole counsdi*' mult 
be imparted. (Acts xx. 27*.) 

Some have replied, when remonstrated with on these snl^eets, 
that they are at a loss to define the word << enough ^'Mnit this dif-* 
ficulty, I am of the mind, rests with them^olves; in the first 
place, through an unwillingness to have their wants circumscribed 
by that power which is from above $ and in the next, for want of a 
sincere desire to have this word de&ied for them, by that wisdom 
which is as competent to direct in this as in any other iropoi^t 
step in life. As it is a duty we owe to the body, to 9iake suit- 
able provision for its comfort and convenience, especially for old 
age, that we may rather be helpful to others than require their 
help ; so, likewise, to put our children in the way to get their liv- 
ing by moderate industry, and provide for such of th^m as may 
not be in a capacity to help themselves ; when a kind Providence 
has entrusted to u» so mueb as may answer these purposes^— if, 
after this, there remains a disposition to , accnmnlate^ then, I be* 
lieve, we are violating that command of the Divine Master,-^ 
<< Li^y not up for yourselves treasures tfpon earth," (Matt. vi# 19») 
and are giving full proof wherts our heart are. Not that I ap- 
prehend it would be better for aU such who have thus attained, to 
quit their trades and occnpations; because some may.be more in 



* Iwould not be undentood as chaiging such sa tleave lai|;e pioperty 
bebii^d them» which tbey inherited. And with regard to tbe dbposal of 
such property by wifl« were sentimenta of the kind here enforced more 
prevalent, I believe it would be more tUftributedf and that this would be 
condttciye to the solid peace of such as thus dispose of it in time* 
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the way of their d«ty, to oontiiiuing to pursue them honourablj ; 
when (besides lAtroducing deserving persons as their successors) 
thej may be the means of helping those who are not able to help 
themselves9(with which description of persons the world abounds,) 
such as the widow{i and the fatherless; and the infirm, who fre- 
quendj are obliged to labour under extreme pain and suffering. 
But there must be no adding to the << enough," lest that enough, 
which has been mercifully dispensed, be taken away again ; for 
« covet all, lose all,*' "has been the reward of such conduct many 
times* 

I am aware of the trying state of trade and commercial affairs, 
and the great difficulty many honest minds have had to struggle 
with, who' are obliged to give credit in their trade \ thus depending 
upon others to make good their own payments. Tet I believe, 
that complaints of want of punctuality in fulfilling engagements 
would not continue among Us, were we in earnest to do every 
thii^g in our power, that the chief cause, the inordinate pursuit of 
business, might be removed. What sorrowful instances of noto- 
rious and scandalous failure have of late years happened amongst 
us, for want of the timely exercise of this care ! How have the 
records of our Monthly Meetings been sullied by report after re- 
port of this kind; principally through {he want of observing the 
limitations of truth in our trade, and exercising a care that our way 
of living might in all things be consistent with what we profess. 
The excellent admcts that are annually read in all our Meetings, 
I have long been led to fear, are become, to many who hear them, 
ad a stale thing; but this is not the case with the right-minded, 
who are desirous of receiving help every way* 

However, by others' harms, let us take warning. Friends ! lessen 
your temporal concerns ; you that have been permitted, so far, to 
Weather the storm that has been long gathering, and at times has 
blown a heavy gale. And notwithstanding there has been some 
intermission, something at times which might be termed sunshine, 
with a hope that the worst was past, and that better times, as to 
commercial affairs, were hastening, how soon has the expectation 
of such been disappointed, and how many, that have tiius been 
tempted to venture out on the vast ocean of commerce, have be- 
come a total wreck ! Has not the next cloud that has gathered 
still exceeded those which went before, in magnitude asd terrific 
appearance \ sometimes as if ready to burst and carry destruction 
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before it every way P Friends ! lessen jour trade and businesd 
ivith all the resolution jour are capable of mustering^ taking espe* 
cial heed to the good pilot at the helm. Get into a safe port ; — ^to 
as safe an anchoring place as the nature of your various outward 
circumstances^ in these times, will allow of. Otherwise, it has long 
been mj belief, these instances of want of punctualitj, and failure 
in the discharge of just debts, will more and more increase amongst 
us. Because, it is mj belief, the daj of the Lord is coming <^ upon 
everj one that is proud and loftj, and upon everj one that is 
lifted up ; and he shall be brought low : and upon all the cedars 
of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up $ and upon all the oaks of 
Bashan ; and upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills 
that are lifted up j and upon everj high tower, and upon everj 
fenced wall, and upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all 
pleasant pictures." (Isaiah ii. 12-r-16.) Read the remainder of 
this remarkable chapter, together with the foregoing one. And 
let none saj, " We have long since heard such things — ^they were 
long ago proclaimed in our ears by an Emlen and a Scattergood ; 
but what has come of it ?" lest our calamity come upon us as a 
thief in the night, in a day when we look not for 'it, and at an 
hour when we are not aware ! (1 Thess. v. 2, 3. Matt. xxiv. 44^ — 
51. XXV. 13.) Oh ! remain no longer unwilling to act the part of 
wise mariners, you that sail on tiie wide ocean of trade and com* 
merce, and have its tempestuous billows oftentimes to contend 
with, and to whom it has appeared as if nothing less than a total 
wreck could be the result ! For when danger like this threatens 
him, he looks well to the helm, reduces his sails, and lightens the 
vessel by lessening his cargo, rather than risk the loss of the 
whole. I am aware of the distress the creaturely part must have 
to endure, before the mind is at all likely to be brought into a 
willingness to take such steps as these. And I think I can feel 
much for those of my friends who have families, and have so 
far extended their manner of living, as that from the depressed 
state of trade, and the various losses they are assailed with, their 
income barely covers their expences, while perhaps their families 
ate increasing. For it is gratifying to our nature to appear to the 
world to be increasing in substance ; bat mortifying to retrench, 
lest it should be suspected that we are going down h\\\ in the 
world. But this must be done by many among us, or I am greatly 
mistaken in what has long been the feeling of my mind. Friends I 
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yofi must be content with a half loaf, which is better than M 
bread at all. Lessen jour business and regulate your family ex* 
pences accordingly, otherwise you may be brought into the same 
trying situation many are now in, who once carried their heads 
very high in the commercial world, and moved in what are called 
the more genteel circles, but who have now no bread at alt that 
they can strictly call their own. 



I am now under the necessity of claiming your attention, my 
dear Sisters^I in order that you may do your part, in facilitating 
the escape of your husbands and parents from the troubled waters 
and sunk rocks of commercial diflBculty, which the keen eye of hu*' 
ttan policy in so often unable to discover ; for with you, generally^ 
rests the management of household affiiirs : it is also principally for 
the supply of these, that the labouring oar is kept tugging Tou 
must be willing, mothers and children, to examine closely ^e mode 
and circumstances of your expenditure, with a mind made up to 
relieve, as far as in you lies, the head of the family, who may have 
both wind and tide to contend with. Lower your top-sails, and 
tighten every rope where it is needful. Search your houses, search 
your tables, search your garments $ and where any expense can 
be spared, without lessening your real comforts, seek for holy help 
to rid' the vessel of it. I am well aware it will require holy help 
to take such steps ; but this, I am assured, will not be wanting, if 
•ought af(er in a proper disposition of mind. And we shall find, 
that those thingis which have been sacrificed, being calculated only 
to gratify the vain mind in ourselves and others, and pamper a 
depraved appetite, had not the efiect of adding real comfort to our 
hearts. Regard not ^* the world's dread laugh," but set your i)iti- 
mates and neighbours this salutary example. Show them the way 
to live well at little expense : an example I believe we are called 
upon, as a religious society, in a peculiar manner to be holding 
up, especially in the present state of the nation. And however 
this may prove a sore conflict to the fleshly part, by letting ua 
down in the eyes of the world, yet in the end we shall appekr 
more honourable than some among us of late years have ; who 
have gone on, pushing business to keep up an appearance which 
their circuntstances did not justify ; clothing and feeding them* 
selves and their children with that which they were not able to pay 
for. And, Friends ! you that are of ability of body, leai^n to wait 
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more vipon yourselves, and bring your children to do the like* I 
find I am never better waited on, than when I wait upon myself. 
Teach your children industry, and a weU-regulated economy : I 
fear there is too much need, in the present day, to press this 
wholesome practice. For, next to a truly pious example, you 
capnot bestow upon your children a better portion* This appears 
to have been much the case with our first Friends ; and it had 
been better for many of our youth, had their parents trode more 
in the footsteps of these. Labour is a part of the penance enjoined 
to the fall :— By the sweat of thy brow shaft thou get thy bread. 
(Gen. iii. 19.) This sentence pronounced upon Adam,descends*to 
all his posterity ; suitable employment, under the regulating in- 
fluence of an Ail- wise Creator, is salutary both for mind and body, 
and qualifies us the better to feel for, and proportion labour to, 
those who may be placed under us. It may even proves secon- 
dary means of keeping our nature under subjection; which, we 
cannot be Ignorant, is corrupt, and requires much subduing;— 
something to check its impetuosity, and bear rule in all our actions. 
There is jet another precioas advantage results from bringing up 
children in habits of well-regulated industry and economy : little 
business will then be found sufficient to bring up a family reputably, 
\(hen our wants are confined to real comforts and conveniences, 
which truth allows as far as ever our circumstances will warrant 
them. It is those things which have nothing to recommend them 
but show, and an appearance of what the world calli| gentility, 
that are opposed by the truth in each of our minds, did we but at- 
tend to it more faithfully. For want of this attention, how many 
have become slaves to appearances ! And where this well-regulated 
' industry and economy are wanting, and idleness and fulness of 
bread prevail, how little is to be observed, in the conduct of such, 
of reverential thankfulness for the bounties they are receiving 
from heaven ! 

When we are content to move in this humble sphere, we are 
prepared the better to meet such reverses as may come upon us. 
Let none among us say in his heart, *< I am out of the reach of 
reverses ;" because none are out of the reach of reverses. For, 
however variously our outward substance my be secured, all sub- 
lunary things are unstable as the waters ; and various as may be 
our resources, every supply may be cut oflfs the Philistines may 
be permitted to stop up all the wells which we have dug for our- 
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telves and our children. (Gen. xxvi. 15.) The Most High may 
permit his little army to enter into our vineyards and olive-yards, 
and strip us of all, without power on our part to prevent the de- 
vastation. For what the palmer-worm leaves, the canker-worm 
may eat ; and what the canker-worm leaves, the caterpillar may 
80 destroy, that not the least vestige of our once greenness and 
greatness may remain. (Joel i. 4.) This has been the case with 
many within my memory. The crafty have been so taken ii their 
own craftiness, and the lofty so brought down from their seats^ 
and men of low degree exalted, that he who was the servant has 
become the master of his once master, and even his mastered chil- 
dren have served his children ! (Job v. 1 3.) What has been may 
be again. For thus ha^ the All-wise Disposer, to whom belong the 
cattle of a thousand hills, and every visible thing, (for nothing i& 
mine or thine, any longer than He sees meet we should possess it,) 
evinced his sovereignty and power to humble his creature, man : 
convincing him thus of the great uncertainty of all visible things ! 
(Ps. 1. 10.) And may these turnings and overturnings which we 
hear of, (and some more keenly feel the smart of,) in commercial 
concerns, and in families, prove the means of stimulating us to 
leave the things that are behind, (all of which are perishing,) 
and press forward to those which are before, which are eternal ! 

I am afraid, my dear sisters, to close this subject without adding 
another hint, as essential to our being the better able to keep our 
family expenditure within its proper bounds ; having myself ex- 
perienced its salutary effects, when I had a numerous family around 
me. It is, to determine to purchase with ready mon^y the various 
articles consumed for family use ; and thiat we resolve to perform 
this, however mortifying it may prove, by depriving us of many 
things the natural disposition may crave, in ourselves and children. 
I believe great advantage will be found to result from such a prac- 
tice, both to parents a^d children ; more particularly tqsuch as, at 
times, feel themselves straitened to carry on their business repu- 
tably. For when these difficulties are felt by an honest mind, it 
becomes obligatory on such, (if they get through them,) closely 
to inspect the manner of their expenditure ; and this will afford 
an opportunity of timely checking any unnecessary expense that 
may have crept into the family. But when things for family con- 
sumption are mostly, if not all, had upon credit, this opens a wide 
door, both for parents and childreni to greater indifference, boQi 
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as respects expediencj and cost, than Truth at all justifies ; and 
the cjiildren of such parents are in danger of being brought up^ 
Ignorant of the real use or value of property. When numbering 
my blessings, I esteem this as not one of the least that mj heaven* 
Ij Father has bestowed upon me, that He kept me in a little way 
of business, and a care to keep my family expences within proper 
bounds, and taught roe the lesson of contentment with little 
things : because, now I am advanced in life, I am satisfied I 
escape manifold perplexities, which would have been at this time 
my attendants, had I sought after greater things as to this world. 
The purchasing goods for family consumption on credit, often 
proves a serious inconvenience to those on whom such are depend' 
ing for supplies, especially if they are not before-hand in the 
world : for it too frequently proves, that such purchasers are not 
yery ready to make payment in due time ; and when this is the 
case, are they doing as they would be done by P 
, I have long viewed it as a mean practice to consume, in any 
way, the property of another person before I have paid for it, 
(except under some peculiar circumstances;) for general usage 
does not justify me, or any other person, (to say no more,) in 
wrong practices, especially to a people making the high profession 
we do. For we are not to view things as the world does; ^but 
through a more pure medium, with the eyes of truth and upright- 
ness. I want us more frequently to recur to that which we are 
making profession of, and as frequently compare our practice 
therewith ; bringing all our deeds to that light by .which, in a fu<^ 
ture day, they will be judged : for I cannot refrain from express- 
ing a jealousy, that too many amongst us are swerving into this 
dangerous track of the world. One of the diadems with which our 
first friends were decked ,*^one of the many jewels that shone in 
their character, and adorned their profession, was the care thej 
manifested to have nothing but what they could well pay for ; so 
that, should reverses come from the many perils they were, in va- 
rious ways, liable to, none might be losers by iHwm. This, in duf 
time, with an uniform, consistent,upright cond uct, in other respects, 
procured for them that confidence in the minds of all ranks,and that 
respect which they so long maintained. I am not able to close this 
subject without in treating such, to whom these remarks may apply^ 
not to set light by them. Look seriously at the subject, and make 
a stand, and hold up your testimony by example, ag^nst ihU 
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Itanefid practice : for so I doubt not it has be«n to thousands, and 
tiie inlet to those embarrassments that have at last overtaken 
them, if we are willing to be found thus standing in our proper 
allotment, we may prove, in degree, instrumental in the Divine 
Hand, to check that torrent of evil which so sorrowfully pervades 
all classes. For the practice has overspread the nation, of sup* 
porting an expensive manner of living upon credit, which, if not 
timely checked, there is reason to fear may contribute, amongst 
other evil practices, to work its ruin* We have stood high, as a 
religious society, in the esteem of others, for nearly a century and a 
half, in regard to honesty, integrity, and an exemplary conduct. 
•(Han we with truth say, we believe we have b^en rising higher in 
this respect of later yealP P I fear this has not been the case, but 
that the many sorrowful failures, the multiplied instances of want 
of punctuality, that have, of late years, occurred among us, with 
various departures, in other respects, from our well-known prin- 
eiples, have given a severe shock to that confidence in us, which 
once had place in the public mind. 

The door has of late been set open, much wider than was the 
experience of our first friends, for the members of our society to 
associate with those of other religious professions, in the manage- 
ment of the various institutions for benevolent purposes that are 
on foot. Let us be carefhl, that this does not lead us to assimilate 
ourselves to the world. ^The worM hated our first friends, because 
they maintained a faithful protest against its spirit, its maxims, 
and manners ; but, in proportion as we put |^way from us the 
weapons of the Christian's warfare, and join in league with the 
world, a wider door of admittance into all eompanieSf and all sod- 
etieSf will be opened to us. Thus, we have indeed occasion to look 
well to our stoppings and our standing; remembering that so 
far as we join ourselves to tJie worlds in any respect, we shall be 
condemned with the world. ^< If ye were of the world, (said onr 
blessed Lord to his immediate followers,) the world would lov^ 
its own : but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.'' (John 
XV. 19.) 

In order that we may not further forfeit the confidence of the 
public, but regain that which we may have lost, let me again re- 
peat the caution, that by others' harms we may take warning ; and 
kj our future conduct give proof of our belief in this incontro- 
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\crtibie truth, that « a man's life, (or the true enjoyment of it,) 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.'* 
(Luke xii. 15.) Let us learn that essential lesson of contentment 
with little things as to this world; remembering that He, whom 
we profess to take for our leader, declared respecting Himself, 
although Lord of the whole world, ^^ the foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests ; but the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay his head :'* (Matt. viii. 20.) so void was he of any earthly in- 
heritance ! It was the exhortation of the prophet to Baruch, the 
son of Neriah, ^ Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek 
them not; for behold I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the 
Lord : but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places 
whither thou goest." (Jer. xlv. 5.) Whfkt then we are engaged 
to circulate more generally an^ong mankind at large, publications 
explanatory of our religious principles, and religious tracts, may 
we give proof, in the first place, of their happy effect upon our own 
minds. For example will do more than precept ; actions will speak 
louder than words : so shall we, each one, become a preacher of 
righteousness, that cannot fail to reach to the pure witness in the 
minds of others. Thus may we become as saviours on Mount 
Zion ; for saviours shall come up on Mount Zion, to judge the 
Mount of Esau ; and the kingdom shall be the Lord's." (Obad. 

▼•21.) 

And let us all retire to our tents ; for, if I am not mistaken, 
such are the signs of the times, that they loudly call upon us so 
to do, and there closely to keep. The Lord is this tent, unto 
which the true Israel of God must flee to be safe ; and as there is 
thus an abiding in Him, who is the munition of rocks, should the 
potsherds of the earth begin to smite one against another, (Isa- 
xlv. 9.) such will be preserved from smiting with them, in word or 
deed, and escape that danger which will, more or less, follow those 
who are found so meddling; and that perturbation of mind, that 
instability of confidence, and want of support, under the varied 
probations that may, in unerring wisdom, be permitted to over- 
take ; which ever was, and will be, the case of those who make 
flesh their arm. (Jer. xvii. 5 — 8.) 

I cannot forbear to express a fear, that there are among us who 
are not sound in the faith, as it respects an entire reliance on the 
all-superintending care of Divine Goodness, in times of danger and 
difficulty, but who are making flesh their arm $ and when, at 



timeS) their minds are awakened to behold the approach oTdanget^ 
as respects national affairs, are placing their confidence in (what 
they esteem) the wise conducting of a well-disciplined army, and 
a large store of weapons of defence ; all which may effect the very 
destruction of those who are thus relying upon them, instead of 
the living God for preservation.— Such is the great uncertainty of 
all human events ! It must, with reverence, be acknowledged, by 
every serious observer, that the Divine protection has long been 
over us as a nation ; and, for the sake of the few righteous amongst 
the different professors of the Christian name, is still, I believe, 
mercifully continued. But how soon, or how suddenly, this may 
be withdrawn from us as a nation, because of our multiplied trans* 
gressions, is altogether unknown to us ; but should this once be 
permitted, and the chain of the evil power be loosened for a time, 
this ann of flesh, which there is reason to fear many are depend- 
ing upon for support in such perilous times, will become but as tow 
in the furnace ! Happy will it be, in that day, for those who have 
made the Lord alone their refuge, and placed their dependance on 
that Omnipotent and Omnipresent Being, who will prove, in such 
seasons, a covert from the heat $ shelter from the storm ; and, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, (Isa. xxv. 4 ;) a day 
and time when the minds of all may be clad with dismay as with 
a garment, for fear of what is coming upon this part of the Lord's 
footstool ! And, friends, let us dare not to meddle with political 
matters ; but renewedly seek for holy help to starve that dispo- 
sition, so prevalent in us, to be meddling therewith. Endeavour 
to keep that ear closed, which will be itching to hear the news of 
the day, and what is going forward in the political circles. We 
shall find there is safety in so doing : it is the only way for us to 
oxperieuce our minds to be preserved tranquil, amidst all the com- 
motions, alHhe turnings, and overturnings, that may be permitted 
to take place, when the measure of iniquity may be filled up. .1 
have found that if we suffer our minds to be agitated with political 
matters, our dependance becomes diverted, by little and little, from 
the true centre and place of safety ; where perfect peace is ezperi* 
enced, though the world, and all around us, may speak troublei^ 
Such as have this dependance, will know it to be a truth, fulfilled 
in their own individual experience, that <*They that trust in thf 
Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth 
for ever t'' (Psalm cxxv. 1, 2.) and that *^ as the mountains sr% 



24 

round aboat Jerusalem) so the Lord is round about His people 
from henceforth^ even for ever." Now^ friends, be willing to take 
up this cross (for I have found it to be one of the many crosses I 
have had to take up,) and avoid reading political publications ; 
and, as much as possible, newspapers : and I am persuaded, if a 
Urillingness is but manifest on our part so to do, sufficient help will 
be afforded, from time to time, to withstand this and every other 
temptation of the great adversary of pur peace. I am well awards 
that men in trade, and sometimes those who are free from its in- 
cumbrances, have occasion to resort to those channels of general 
information ; but when tiiis is my case, I find it safest for. ine, 
after I have received information on the subject in question, to put 
the paper then away from me. I am aware that it requires firm* 
ness so to act, there being something in our nature so anxious to 
know what is going forward in the world. But, my friends^ nature 
must be overcome by grace ; which I never found to be wanting^ 
if rightly sought after. 

I must now conclude with expressing the earnest solicitude I 
feel, that we may each of us be found willing to unite with that 
all-sufficient help, which I believe yet waits our acceptance; and 
suffer it so to operate in and upon us^ that we may become again a 
people wholly separated. In heart and mind, love and affection^ 
from every thing that has jl tendency to dim our brightness, to 
prevent us from being as lights in the world ; and become again 
clothed with those beautiful garments which so adorned our wor- 
thy ancestors, humility, self-denial, and an entire dedication of 
heart and mind to the work and service of our God : a disposition 
truly characteristic of the disciples of him who declared : ^^ My 
kingdom is not of this world ;" and thus may the enemy no longer 
be permitted to rob and spoil us,«— but the language go forth re- 
specting us : <^ Happy art thou, O Israel : who is like unto thee, 
O people saved by the Lord." (Deut. xxxiii. 29.) 
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